
  

Save the Phenomena
How seriously are we to treat an explanation of our observations?
Are these explanations a statement of reality or are they fictions?

Laws

Instrumentalist
Philosophers?
Useful models?
Truth, maybe?
Ptolemy?
Osiander?
Melancthon?

Realists
Natural scientists
Reality-Truth?
Tentative theories
Copernicus
Kepler
Galileo

We cannot know reality! We can know reality!
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On a scale of 1 to 10, are you an instrumentalist, or realist?
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Instrumentalist …......................................   realist

What do we expect from an explanation? Should it give us predictability? Are
there other criteria that we can expect from explanations?
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